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expression of tlie insight of a thinker who was
unburdened by philosophical learning. He did not
seem, however, to have so sounded the depths
of metaphysics as to appreciate the rationale
of religion. As to libraries, perhaps he would
have said, like Hobbes, that "if he had read
as many books as other philosophers, he might
have been as ignorant as they." But the intel-
lectual and moral persistency that produced the
'Synthetic Philosophy' is hardly equalled in
English philosophical literature. I last met him
when he joined me at luncheon in the Athenaeum
some years ago. Our talk was not about " first prin-
ciples/' but about his own pathological symptoms,
and his adventures in quest of health at Ardtornish,
and in boating on the Sound of Mull.

It was in this decade that I saw both J. S. Mill
and Carlyle for the last time. I dined with Mill
in April 1873, when he was in Victoria Street,
Westminster, and found the same luminous speech
and gentle benevolence as had appeared when I
was introduced to him in Leadenhall Street nearly
a quarter of a century before, and afterwards when
I visited him at Blackheath. On that last day he
recounted interesting talk with Jeremy Benthamcal talk, but what
